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Applicant confirms with appreciation the receipt of the Notice of Allowability for the 
above-identified application. 

Applicant respectfully submits that the subject matter of the allowed claims are 
patentable for their respective recitations of claimed combinations as a whole, without any 
particular criticality or distinguishing feature being attributable to any one or more of such 
features, and without any narrowing interpretation being imposed on any of such features. As 
such, Applicant respectfully submits that no one element or limitation in particular should be 
deemed to impart to or be required for patentability of the claims. 

Furthermore, Applicant respectfully submits that the independent claims are all 
separately patentable from each other and are patentable for the subject matter specifically 
recited as a whole in each of those claims. Applicant also submits that the dependent claims 
are allowable for their dependence on the allowed independent claims and further for the 
additional subject matter recited in each of those dependent claims. Further, Applicant does 
not necessarily agree with the Examiner's characterization of U.S. Patent No. 5,903,882. 

These comments are being filed concurrently with payment of the Issue Fee. 



Sir: 
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Please charge any fees, if any, associated with the submission of this paper to Deposit 
Account Number 033975 (Ref. No. 061047-0265648). The Commissioner for Patents is also 
authorized to credit any overpayments to the above-referenced Deposit Account. 



Respectfully submitted, 
PILLSBURY WFWMRpP/S 



W PITTMAN LLP 
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